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FoBZU members visit Palestinian universities and $mols

AuSI9AIUN Waya|y1og Te uonebsjep NZgo4

In April 2007, FoBZU organised an educational sttmlyr of
the West Bank. First stop was Birzeit Universitydaits
community development centres. Participants meh e
university’s vice chancellor, academic staff, ariddents,
gaining an insight of the impact of FoBZU’s suppart
Palestinian education and the lives of Palestigtadents.

By John Tippler

I've been to Palestine before. I've been to Biridiliversity
before. So what was different this time? It begathe same
way, back home, with some folks asking: Why ddti®a bit
dangerous, isn't it? They've been at it for twoukand years;
it'll never change! Won't it be rather hot?

If you're reading this, you probably know the answeea lot
of that; but if you've never been to Palestine Hieabout
danger may find an echo. Not surprising, considesirhat
hits the media so often. Well, I've travelled tolat of
different places and nowhere in the world is withask; but
in Palestine I've never had a bad experience.

The special thing that sticks in my mind from thig is the
people. Our small group, for instance, was ondeflest I've
ever travelled with. A mix of experience, wisdoments, and
humour. We shared laughs and we shared dismayrayat at
the unjust position in which the Palestinians fthdmselves.
One of the reasons it was so good was the hard wafobkan
Richards, FoBZU Coordinator. With his local knowgedand

The seven FoBZU members embarked on an extensia@aguage he was the perfect on-the-spot leader.

programme of educational visits to the universitésl Quds
(in Jerusalem), Al Najah (in Nablus), Hebron andhBshem,
as well as the community education initiatives audtural
centres throughout the West Bank. Staying in Rahall
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, the participants witnestet-
hand, the restrictions imposed on Palestinian l#rd
education by the occupation.

On their return, participants wrote articles forcdb and
college newspapers, and shared their experienéesnally
or at public events. Impressed by the dedication tfe
students they met, four participants establishechuah
scholarships to enable students to continue tloeicagion.

Following the success of the study tour, FoBZU lenping
to organise another tour for April 2008. Pleasetacinthe
FoBZzU office for more information.

The following articles by the tour participants duwot
necessarily reflect the views of Friends of Biraditiversity.
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We visited five universities. Beautiful buildingsnpressive
academic scope, ingenious demonstrations of fundeahe
scientific and mathematical principles. But, stadt paid for
a year now; students for the most part having gightulty
to find their fees, and having to be assisted sfititions
which themselves are suffering severe financialblemos;
and all the harassment of having to suffer the ydail
humiliations, physical weariness, and delays causedhe
550 checkpoints and barriers now spread thick tjnothe
West Bank, and by the denial of their use of thdl-made
settler roads criss-crossing the occupied teratoriYet
everywhere we went staff and students greeted uh wi
warmth, immediately open for contact and talk og€ith
projects, and with a burning desire that we shaoelldpeople
in the UK how it really is in Palestine. They heahwape and a
zest for life. They are eager and hard working adht the
freedom to make their own future. Ordinary peoplequite
extra-ordinary circumstances. We don't want subgist
handouts just to keep us alive, somebody said; aet \an
end to the oppression so that we can build foredues!

We saw schools of different types and age groupd;aiher
organisations such as the UN office in Jerusaleffiséem,
the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music Bateit
University), and... There’s just too much to tald | haven't
even mentioned all the information we were givermu¥
just have to go and see for yourselves! Expeceéd $ad and
bitter sometimes, but rejoice in the spirit of freople.
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Reflections on West Bank study tour

Peter Mulligan photographs the Israeli wall in thee¥¥ Bank near
Al Quds University (Dan Richards, FoBZU)

By Peter Mulligan

| only became aware of FoBZU’s work, via an emaini a
trade union colleague, four weeks before leavinghe West
Bank. | found myself on a steep learning curve agsbra
remarkable group of dedicated activists who seetuelhve
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history and igsliof the
region back to the times of King David! It was avpege to
spend time in such company and all were patierdeialing
with my many questions.

There is no time here to cover all the visits te tlive
universities, outreach centres, YMCA, YWCA,
camps, UN Office for Coordination of Humanitariarfifars,
tours of Jerusalem, Nablus, Ramallah and much ntoug,
recurrent themes did emerge.

My understanding of the meaning of “Occupied Teryit has
been transformed. Reading this phrase in a newspiags not
convey the menacing and depressing reality on toengl.
The ubiquitous influence of the Israeli militarydaattempts to
dominate everyday life with controls, checkpoinpgsses,
roadblocks, and sanctions is shockingly Orwellighis is the
Palestinian reality: women dying in childbirth dteckpoints,
students awakened by soldiers breaking down thears]
F16's bombing the neighbourhood,
relatives being used as human shields, studentsisomezd
without trial and so on. The Israelis hold all frewverful cards
and as the land-grab in the West Bank continueseapthe
stark message being sent is, “Resistance is futile”

The most obvious and striking representation «f #tfempt at
domination, seizure and collective punishment
construction of the 420 mile long separation barie and

refuge

around the West Bank. The oppressive atmosphererafeal
by this structure defies adequate description;as o be
experienced to be grasped.

Although faced with this massive level of dominatithe
Palestinians we spoke to had found ways to adaptesist in
their own way; they were using the “Power of Cudtuto
resist the “Culture of Power”.

Lacking land, freedom of movement, freedom of egpien
and dealing with many other deprivations, the Raliess
have invested in education and this was clearldeti at all
the institutes visited.

Projects funded by FoBZU were highly praised bytmpens
and students alike. Project manager Naimeh Baidatithe
Centre for Continuing Education in Ramallah, owtinthe
work of the counsellor supervision programme, aquei
programme in the Middle East. The project does alaki
work in schools and the community, promoting beasicfice
along with field evaluations of its effectivene3$ie need for
this kind of work can not be understated; the Raliess,
under occupation, face daily pressures which enodatal
health.

Three young women undergraduates at Birzeit Uniyers
Amani, Mariam and Iman, receiving scholarships from
FoBZU, were clearly enjoying their studies and eefiéd the
emergent theme of transcending occupation throdglation
and culture. This process is succinctly put in therds of
Abdelfattah Abusrour, Director of the Alrowwad Ghién’'s
Cultural and Theatre Centre, “We want to show howefsist
occupation in beautiful, human and non-violent ways

In sum, the study tour highlighted the benefitedfication, in
its broadest sense, as a form of development amihgo
strategy under the most difficult of life circumstes. The
tour was packed with visits, encounters and prejaod | feel
very privileged to have shared the journey with FaBZU
group who made me feel welcome from the start. Astmo
8rofessi0nal team — | can most highly recommentlidystour
with FoBZU for anyone who has an interest in thisaa You
will not be disappointed and will not return thersa

By MA Qauvi

The power point presentation by the United NatiOxfifice for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (www.oclpaorg),
showing the network of settlements in the WestkBand
Jordan Valley, their connecting roads and the rofitbe wall,
left us numb. The prospects for creation of a a@dPlestinian
state, in this web of exclusions and reservatiarg, non

lecturers watchirxistent. The facts on the ground are testimorthedoresight

and single minded determination of the ‘specidkéthat rules
Israel. The Palestinians have no such ‘elite’ tallthem.

What they do have however, are individuals like ektb
Aghazarian, a walking encyclopaedia of Jerusalemh tie
teller of multiplicity of its narratives. Jerusaleto him is a

ise ttmother with too many children, some of whom squabbl

among themselves.



By Brian Sykes

This was my third visit to Palestine over 30 yearsl my
rapid impression was how much the physical sitmatibthe
Palestinians has deteriorated since | last visitethe late
1980s. The main manifestation and symbol of howthatys
have become is the wall, which is rapidly shrinkthg West
Bank and dividing community from community, family
member from family member, people from their woakd
students from their places of study. Difficulty whvel also
makes it well nigh impossible for students to expdheir
educational horizons - a predicament that wouldpkinmot
be tolerated in most other parts of the world. Adaom
spending time at Birzeit, we visited all of the varisities in
the major towns, schools and development projeats]
everywhere this story was varied only in the detail

But there was another compelling story that we dhesrd
saw. Our guide through the Old City of Jerusalendentne
telling distinction between ‘the culture of poweshd the
‘power of culture’ and every hour we witnessed baralance
of the latter - culture to be understood in its egiisense:

" The strong belief in the power of education and th
determination of the students to make the besgt of i

" The total commitment and enthusiasm of staff an
management in supporting their students, includingng
the times when they could not be paid their sadarie

" The student who said ‘We don'’t hate Israel, we hb&e
occupation’.

" The laconic observation from Birzeit's Institute Béiblic
and Community Health that a normal birth is ‘nattjthat
it is non-Caesarean but that it does not occur ratligary
checkpoint’ (where an alarming number of birthsetak
place).

" The warmth of the welcome and hospitality wherewer
went.

" The Israeli organisations such as B'Tselem (Thaelsr
Information Centre for Human Rights in the Occupied
Territories) and other individuals who have theegrity
and courage to oppose the policies of their country

" The achievements of staff and students everywhade a
their pride in showing these.

By Carmen Perea

| had been to Palestine in 2004 and 2005 andtfelas time
to pay another visit. It was a well thought out avety
rewarding tour. Going to Palestine is never an eamnt,
even as it shows how difficult everyday life is those under
occupation. My feeling when going through a tullestt a
check point as would cattle, is humiliating, as lvéed being
stopped frequently to show your identity by an ame
teenager. However, | never felt in danger.

The purpose of the tour was educational, and itsuagrising

to see how the Palestinians managed to cope despte
impediments the Israelis put on them. During tlye we had
the opportunity to visit various universities, alttaical school

in Jericho and two secondary schools. It is impvesand
exemplary to see how well organised they are, hell ey
are doing despite Israeli efforts to make life latable.
Everywhere we went we were very well treated and
generously received by members of the staff anceréhle
students. We were provided with useful informatemd, |

e
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must add, with welcoming bottles of water, coffeent tea
and biscuits!

The situation is going from bad to worse as Isre@tps
demolishing houses in order to grab more and more
Palestinian land and, as the wall is being comg]eitegives
you the feeling of strangulation in slow motion.lé3éinian
communities are being cut into pieces like ano®@omon's
child. But, there they are, the Palestinians riegjstvith their
positive attitude, always capable of smiling.

We ended everyday with a friendly dinner of Pafeati
‘cuisine’ and Taybeh Beer, giving us enough endogget off
the following morning for another exciting day.

By Leila Ingrams

My sincere thanks to the staff and students of the
establishments we visited for a memorable visiP#destine.
The impression left on me of their achievementgnidy,
friendliness and positiveness is ineffaceable.

How do they work under occupation, the wall, Israel
settlements, checkpoints et al? Harrowing accoentsrged:

OIarrests; daily harassment, humiliation from Isresdidiers:

pointing guns; adding some mysterious power by cotw
themselves in their hideous tanks; for what musinsen
eternity, Palestinians wait - hanging onto the whifma
soldier to let them ‘through’ the wall or not. Iniag being
unable to visit outside your hometown because &fraetre
high wall surrounding and dividing it.

Naturally this affects them. In one class, a teachave
remedial help: joining hands, the pupils moved iairale to
music, paused to raise their arms above their heamxbs
stretched their young bodies as if to expel thénegk around
them. Vignettes illustrated troubles within the fgmand the
continual battering of occupation. The Edward Sditional
Conservatory of Music, teaching Arabic and westewsic,
must surely be a haven.

Student exchanges are encouraged - in some cases it
doubtful if Palestinians will return to a life ofsrheli
occupation, or indeed, be permitted to return by Igraeli
authorities. As we left a university, a studentsgesl into my
hand a piece of paper. | opened it—we smiled ah edlger.

In Arabic and English she had written:

“l vow to remain in Palestine, my country”

Students at Birzeit University (Peter Mulligan)
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Developing the Schools Co
By Jane

unselling Service in Palee
Lindsay

uebyn Ja1ed

“A counsellor is a friend in a crisis.”

“I deliberately seek out the school counsellor whérave
problems. A friend may give the wrong advice. Ansellor
doesn't.”

“The school counsellor gives all of us the oppoityto
express ourselves, whether disabled or not.”

These are some of the comments of children whodetd
Children’s Workshops in Ramallah and Hebron helgaxs$ of

a new Friends of Birzeit University project withetiCentre for
Continuing Education (CCE) at Birzeit University.hi$

project, funded by a Big Lottery Fund grant forehryears
(2006-9), focuses on providing year-long Diplor
programmes for schools counsellors and their sipeEny
working in Ministry of Education and UNRWA schoadtsthe

West Bank and Gaza Strip. An important part of fhigject is

hearing from children what they would like from tBehools

Counselling service and how in their opinion it cae

improved. Children’s views inform the developmerit the

curriculum provided by the CCE. The project’s irded

outcome is that children, including those experiegaonflict

and abuse, will benefit from appropriate, timelydaelevant
assistance and support provided by trained schc
counsellors.

Schools counselling in Palestine

Since 1996, the Palestinian Ministry of Educationd a
UNRWA have appointed counsellors to work in the arigy
of schools in Palestine. Children and young pebpiee been
particularly affected by the political situationdam need of
support to overcome their difficulties to achielieit potential.

The schools counsellors, all graduates with a raofe
backgrounds, including social work, psychology, istogy

and education, were employed with no previous ézpee or
training in school counselling. They are often theget for
initiatives by international NGOs and many courasllhave
attended short (and often duplicated) training sesir on
particular issues, with no follow up to assessrélevance of
learning to their work in schools.

Schools counsellors generally work alone in scheold are
inspected by administrative supervisors. Their windudes
working with school classes on particular topicects as
violence, drug abuse, exam preparation, careéeadfhip and
healthy living. They work with small groups of dhién,
referred by teachers, on issues such as bullyimgy Talso
work with individual children who may have problesgch as
regular absenteeism, low achievement levels or Ifami
problems.

The CCE, working in close liaison with the Ministryf
Education, identified that there is much variation how
schools counsellors carried out their work as eamimsellor
had been left to develop their own approach withioad
frameworks provided by the Ministry. Often counsedl felt
stressed and unsupported. They talked about hearing
everyone’s problems and not having any one towatl about
the personal impact of the work. It was agreed tihate was a
real need to provide a professional in-service @@
programme for counsellors to equip them to undertdks
work. Furthermore, there was a need to developepsidnal
supervision for counsellors to assure the qualittheir work
and provide them with support.

FoBZU support

FoBZU has been supporting the Psycho-social Un@GE to
provide counselling training programmes and devetantal
health services in Palestine since 1997. In 2008BZt
secured a further Big Lottery Fund grant to provitieee
Diploma in Schools Counselling programmes and three
Diploma in Counselling Supervision programmes (p&6ple
to be trained in the period 2006-9). The CCE is kivay
closely with the Ministry of Education to develdpetschools
counselling service in order to promote sustaititgbdf this
initiative. A rigorous evaluation plan includes proting the
full participation of school children in the prosesncluding
eliciting their views on how the schools counsgjliservice
should be developed and ascertaining from childinentypes
of problems they experience and how they would like
receive help and support

A CCE-trained school counsellor leads a class at Jaksirls
School near Ramallah, during a FoBZU visit to thedeBtinian
Ministry of Education-run school (Peter Mulligan)



Achievements after one year (2006-7)
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development, of the challenges they had experienced
supervising others and commended the inspiratitra@ing

The first year of the project has now been comgdletand support provided by the CCE. Feedback provijetthose

successfully with 42 counsellors and supervisoasigating in
September
remarkably difficult year in the West Bank, durindpich the
schools were on strike for a considerable partefyear due
to the Ministry of Education not being in a pogitito pay
staff salaries.

UNRWA Psycho-social Project Manager Ms Amal Hadweh
awards Mr Jalal Odeh his Diploma in Counselling Swjson,
with CCE'’s Asaad Abdel-Aziz and Naimeh Baidoun. (CCE)

Twenty-one schools counsellors, drawn from throughbe
West Bank, undertook the Diploma in Schools Couimggl
programme (sixteen passed). Those interviewedvaluation
purposes were very positive about the programbhelid not

know anything about counselling until | joined theurse.
Now | know what skills | was missing. | thoughsthiould be
a very ordinary training programme and | was suged by
the high standard of the training provided in skilmeanings

they supervised was positive, with many hoping that

2007. Much has been achieved, despitesupervision would continue to be provided.

For the schools counselling system to be reallgotiife, such
professional supervision is needed. During the paat, the
CCE worked with the Ministry of Education to develo
strategic plans for the educational counselling adiepent
including the provision of a post of schools codiirsg
supervisor. These plans have been accepted byoimes€lling
Department, included in the five-year National Ptrd are
awaiting Ministerial approval.

Challenges ahead

For those working with children in Palestine, therent major
national task is the implementation of an integtatshild
safeguarding and protection system. The CCE isctijre
involved in facilitating national committees and nking
groups on systems development. The role of the adsho
counselling service in protecting children from sbuand
harm will be vital to this system. As part of thégB ottery
project, the CCE undertook a survey in 2007 of S4iool
children (aged 8-18) about their needs. The finglinglicate
that 35% of these school children had experienciedctd
physical violence, with higher levels of physicabuae
reported by children and young people living inugse
camps. 69% of all children surveyed reported wgires one
form of violence (physical or psychological abusk).the
project’s Children’s Workshops children called émunsellors
to intervene to reduce violence and abusive pregty school
staff against children. The next task for the CCHl ke to
develop the curriculum to help both schools codaszland
their supervisors learn how to intervene positivielypromote
child safety. Two Diplomas in Schools Counsellingdaa
Diploma in Schools Counselling Supervision have upe

and values”,commented one man who has been working aghe new academic year.

schools counsellor for three years in Nablus.

On the programme each trainee was offered fielérsigion,
including direct observation of their practice. Vhavere
initially nervous about this, but reported thathiad really
helped them identify the areas they needed to dpvel

Each school counsellor
undertaken over several weeks with groups of ofildn

Jane Lindsay has been FoBZU’s Independent Moniorin
Consultant on counselling programmes at CCE singé71
She is MA Programme Director at the School of Saslark,
Faculty of Health and Social Care Sciences, Kingsto
University and St George’s Hospital Medical School.

undertook a graduation ptoje

school and attempted to evaluate the success dethe

initiatives. Topics included career counselling, rsomal
hygiene, awareness and prevention of drug abusasicle
making skills, stopping violence in school, and sexcation.
Some of these were very successful and will be asadodels
for future work in schools.

Twenty-six experienced counsellors undertook thelddna in
Counselling Supervision. Each of these counsellas given
permission by their employers to supervise eightnsellors
for their practicum, which included group supemisione-to-
one supervision and observation and assessmentvef
practice with children. (This practicum meant tlafurther
208 counsellors benefitted from the programmegMaluation
interviews, the supervisor trainees spoke with esitsm
about the programme, which they felt was importéon
Palestine and said they were pleased to have menfsuch
an initiative. They talked of their personal growtnd

A class led by the CCE-trained school counselloraéala Girls
School near Ramallah, during a FoBZU visit to tteeRtinian
Ministry of Education-run school (Peter Mulligan)
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‘Students Under Occupation Take a Stand’ Photo ExHrition

(yaiwreg eunN) s002 AINC ‘snjgqeN

Friends of Birzeit University brought

the ‘Students Under Occupation Take
a Stand’ photo exhibition to the UK in

2007. Launched at Foyles’ landmark
Charing Cross bookshop, the
exhibition has been shown at venues
around the country, including LSE,

SOAS, Edinburgh, Manchester and
Bristol universities, Haringay public

library, churches and mosques in
Leeds, York and Birmingham,

Greenbelt Arts Festival, and a PSC
rally in Sheffield.

The exhibition is the result of a group
of student photographers from Birzeit
and Al-Najah universities in the West
Bank coming together to document
student life and the obstruction of
education under military occupation,
through the artistic expression of their
own ideas and experiences.

The exhibition promotes and eleva.._
Palestinian student voices and expression in the asid

A girl receives full marks in her English test,
Askar refugee camp, Nablus, May 2005
(Muthanna Al-Qadi)

reality as it is lived, it can also inhibit

any other kind of expression of that

reality. The challenge for the group was
to discard the clichés and document the
familiar.

The resonance of many of these
photographs comes from the fact that as
students under occupation, the
photographers have put themselves in
the frame. The people and scenes
depicted in each photograph are not
distant ‘subjects’ but intimately

connected to the person behind the

A school in Silwad village, Ramallah
September 2005 (Fadwa Basha)

camera.

Within the group itself, the act of
travelling together to different parts of
the West Bank to take photographs also
involved confronting the barriers
imposed by the occupation. These barriers inclhdeohgoing

documents the issues facing Palestinian studedtgeduncation construction of the wall, over 500 military checkpte and an

under occupation in a striking and challenging form

The standard visual portrayal of the Israeli-Pahést conflict
in international news coverage not only obscures dhily

Waiting at Azun Atmeh checkpoint on the first daschool,
Qalgilya, September 2005 (Muthanna Al-Qadi)

expanding system that requires people to apphafpermit to
move from one place to another. It was, howevepossible
for the group to reach Gaza - just two hours awayhere
access to the West Bank and the rest of the outsatll is
closed for most of the time.

As well as capturing direct obstacles to the righeducation
such as routine harassment of students and thg stailggle
to reach school or university under a regime ofitamy

checkpoints, the photographers also reflected enetss visual
aspects of student life under occupation. The mragghs in
this exhibition touch on themes as diverse as tisvla
poverty, resistance, absent classmates, studestngris and
determination.

The exhibition and accompanying book was producgd
Birzeit University's Right to Education Campaignttgty/
right2edu.birzeit.edu) in cooperation with the Ritz
University Photography Unit and supported by FoBafidl the
Heinrich Boell Foundationb. Please contact FoBZWite the
exhibition or buy the accompanying book.



Askar refugee camp, Nablus, October 2005 (Mutharix@atli)

The Photographers

Muthanna Al-Qadi

Journalism student, Al-Najah University

“Our present is the history of the future. | takietgres to
capture our story so it will never be forgotten.”

Mirna Bamieh

Psychology and Sociology student, Birzeit Universit

“How many students in the world got used to gunsifed at
them on their way to college? How many studenttiénworld
protested against a foreign occupation by takirgutes on
checkpoints under the burning summer sun as a waay
‘you can capture our bodies but not our minds andss?”

Fadwa Basha

Journalism and Palitics student, Birzeit University

“For me, this was an experience of living our rgaknd

taking photographs of that reality. When the canimeomes
your eyes and your beating heart, the photo thattgke will

not be a single moment in your memories, but wdl the
complete reality and the complete story.”

Essam Al-Rimawi

Engineering student, Birzeit University

“When | started working with photography | foundatha
photograph can represent what is inside the phapdgr. It
can also tell the story of what we face as studienBalestine.
Through the photographs we take, we hold up a Edi the
world that shows the challenges that students ragk@st the
occupation in order to continue their education.”

Qalandia checkpoint, Ramallah-Jerusalem, July 2005
(Essam Al-Rimawi)
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The exhibition at Foyles Gallery, London (Crina Bsyo

Nida Abu Hamdieh

Journalism and Palitics student, Birzeit University

“I'm from Hebron so it was important for me to gadk there
to photograph the experiences of children goingctmol. The
situation they face is much worse now than it wasre a
few years ago. Israeli army checkpoints in the heidaf the
city stop and search the children going to scheetyday.”

Tareq Qasem

Journalism student, Birzeit University

“I always feel concerned about the affect thatdbeupation is
having on children's psyches, so the main focusmyf
photographs is what children can tell us about gedwves.”

Muna Hatab

Journalism student, Al-Najah University

“As people with special needs, our weapons will tar
determination and our hope’. That's what Halimgpang girl
from Nablus, told me. At that moment | decided daus on
the issues that disabled students face in fightingheir right
to education. The obstacles not only come frormottepation
but also from discrimination within the societyeiffs”

Hisham Erout

Journalism student, Al-Najah University

“I am a son of Nablus, | know it well; but the caméhas
made me see my city in a different way.”

The Wall from a classroom at Al Quds Universityu Abs,
Jerusalem, July 2005 (Hisham Erout)
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FoBZU News in Brief

Project Development
FoBZU has secured over £1.5million for Birzeit's
community development programmes in the past tansye

Campaigning
Right to Education campaign
FoBZU continues to promote and support Palestinian

students rights through the Birzeit-led campaigme fiumber

Counselling diplomas—improving children’s mentadltte
The Big Lottery Fund-supported project is improvitige
mental health of children and families in Palestineugh
the training of schools counsellors and their sugers.
Now in its second year, sixty counsellors in thestVBank
and Gaza are currently undertaking one-year dipofRarty
counsellors employed by the Ministry of Educationda
UNRWA graduated in the first year. By the time fiveject
in completed in 2009, 56000 children will have Hérd
from the training their counsellors receive. Segepé.

Future projects—helping childbirth services for Estinians
FoBZU is seeking funding to improve childbirth sess in
West Bank public hospitals, to extend the succégafuily

of student unions affiliated to the campaign, FoBahdl/or
Birzeit University continues to grow.

Parliamentary delegations
FoBzU took Parliamentary delegations from
Conservative Middle East Council and the BritaiheBtine

the

All-Party Parliamentary Group to Birzeit, arrangifoy them
to meet with students and academics, and hear stwies.

Lobby your MP to sign EDM 2099 in support of stutten

stuck in Gaza—see www.letkhaledstudy.co.uk

Work camp and PAS programme

FoBZU recruited and provided orientation to papi#gits on

the Birzeit summer volunteer camp and Palestinefaabic

life development programme to target women in sixStudies (PAS) semester programmes. Contact FoBZU fo

marginalized areas of the West Bank and Gaza Sinig,to
enable Palestinian women’s organisations to infieethe
policy of international donors. Additional proposabith
Birzeit centres and institutes are in the formasitages.

further information or to join the 2008 work camp.

Enough!
FoBZU joined a coalition of charities, trade unipfath and

Fundraising

FoBzZU efforts concentrate ¢
providing much needed financ
assistance to Birzeit studen
currently including full academij
scholarships for ten students.
are grateful for the genero
support of trusts, organisatiol
and individual members ar
supporters.

‘Students Under Occupati
Coffee table book featurin

Collection.

Hardship Fund

The Fund provides students w
would not otherwise be able
complete their studies with sm

CDs

Iltems for sale

students from the exhibition. Proceeds support th
Right to Education Campaign.

‘The Magic of Heritage’ set of 10 postcards
Featuring Birzeit's Palestinian Ethnographic
Edward Said National Conservatory of Music

Until When - Songs from Palestine by Rima N&

campaign groups to campaign for
an end to Israel's 40-year military
occupation of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, which restricts

Birzeit's ability to operate and

deliver education. The Enough!
PCoalition organised a national
demonstration, lobby of

Parliament and local events.

on Take a Stand’
g photos by Palestinian

Appeals and updates

FoBZU answers enquiries on its
activities, Birzeit and Palestinian
education from the media,
individuals and other groups, and
SProvides speakers for various

; - Tarazi with Tania Tamari Nasir i iti
grants towards their tuition . AW ! ! ! . umvgrsmes, conferences  and
- Sada - solo oud by Ahmad Al-Khatib meetings.
housing. In 2007, FoBZ{. Emm El-Khilkhal by Oriental Music Ensemble
members and supporte| . ! y©n us!

Karloma

contributed over £5500 to Birzd <
" Palestinian Sounds coll

students, including £2000 fro
UCU.

Endowed Scholarship Funds
The Adela Every, Doreen Ingra
and Peter Holliday Scholarsh

Proceeds benefit the Conservatory scholarship fu

All items £12 (including post and packing).
Send your order, plus a cheque to FoBZU, 1 Gou
Square, London EC4A 3DE

Updates from Birzeit on its

activities and appeals against the
meffects of the occupation on
students and staff are sent to
members and supporters by email.
jho join this list send an email to

fobzu@fobzu.org

ection

Funds provide ongoinyg

scholarships to six female students facing findriw@adship.
The endowed scholarship funds were establishedempast
ten years through legacies or in memory of lovedsoffrive
recipients successfully completed their studiesgnaduated
in 2007.

Annual Scholarships

Four annual scholarships were established in 2603wfing

the study tour, thanks to generous donations frofnQéwvi,
Brian Sykes, Sunderland College, and two FoOBZU mesb
Recipients include men and women studying English
Mathematics and Economics.

Support Palestinian education
You can now help Palestinians students and staffiraeit
by donating to FoBZU online at www.fobzu.org

Donations towards any aspect of FOBZU’s work cao dle
sent to FoBZU, 1 Gough Square, London EC4A 3DE with
cheques made payable to Friends of Birzeit Unitersi
Membership and standing order forms are availablim® or
from the FoBZU office.

Donate online: www.fobzu.org




