
In April 2007, FoBZU organised an educational study tour of 
the West Bank. First stop was Birzeit University and its 
community development centres. Participants met with the 
university’s vice chancellor, academic staff, and students, 
gaining an insight of the impact of FoBZU’s support on 
Palestinian education and the lives of Palestinian students.  
 
The seven FoBZU members embarked on an extensive 
programme of educational visits to the universities of Al Quds 
(in Jerusalem), Al Najah (in Nablus), Hebron and Bethlehem, 
as well as the community education initiatives and cultural 
centres throughout the West Bank. Staying in Ramallah, 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, the participants witnessed, first-
hand, the restrictions imposed on Palestinian life and 
education by the occupation. 
 
On their return, participants wrote articles for local and 
college newspapers, and shared their experiences informally 
or at public events. Impressed by the dedication of  the 
students they met, four participants established annual 
scholarships to enable students to continue their education. 
 
Following the success of the study tour, FoBZU is planning 
to organise another tour for April 2008. Please contact the 
FoBZU office for more information. 
 
The following articles by the tour participants do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Friends of Birzeit University. 

By John Tippler 
 

I’ve been to Palestine before. I’ve been to Birzeit University 
before. So what was different this time? It began in the same 
way, back home, with some folks asking: Why do it? It’s a bit 
dangerous, isn’t it? They’ve been at it for two thousand years; 
it’ll never change! Won’t it be rather hot?  
 
If you’re reading this, you probably know the answer to a lot 
of that; but if you’ve never been to Palestine the bit about 
danger may find an echo. Not surprising, considering what 
hits the media so often. Well, I’ve travelled to a lot of 
different places and nowhere in the world is without risk; but 
in Palestine I’ve never had a bad experience. 
 
The special thing that sticks in my mind from this trip is the 
people. Our small group, for instance, was one of the best I’ve 
ever travelled with. A mix of experience, wisdom, talents, and 
humour. We shared laughs and we shared dismay and anger at 
the unjust position in which the Palestinians find themselves. 
One of the reasons it was so good was the hard work of Dan 
Richards, FoBZU Coordinator. With his local knowledge and 
language he was the perfect on-the-spot leader. 
 
We visited five universities. Beautiful buildings, impressive 
academic scope, ingenious demonstrations of fundamental 
scientific and mathematical principles. But, staff not paid for 
a year now; students for the most part having great difficulty 
to find their fees, and having to be assisted by institutions 
which themselves are suffering severe financial problems; 
and all the harassment of having to suffer the daily 
humiliations, physical weariness, and delays caused by the 
550 checkpoints and barriers now spread thick through the 
West Bank, and by the denial of their use of the well-made 
settler roads criss-crossing the occupied territories. Yet 
everywhere we went staff and students greeted us with 
warmth, immediately open for contact and talk of their 
projects, and with a burning desire that we should tell people 
in the UK how it really is in Palestine. They have hope and a 
zest for life. They are eager and hard working and want the 
freedom to make their own future. Ordinary people in quite 
extra-ordinary circumstances. We don’t want subsistence 
handouts just to keep us alive, somebody said; we want an 
end to the oppression so that we can build for ourselves! 
 
We saw schools of different types and age groups; and other 
organisations such as the UN office in Jerusalem, B’Tselem, 
the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music (of Birzeit 
University), and... There’s just too much to tell, and I haven’t 
even mentioned all the information we were given. You’ll 
just have to go and see for yourselves! Expect to feel sad and 
bitter sometimes, but rejoice in the spirit of the people. 
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Reflections on West Bank study tour 

By Peter Mulligan 
 
I only became aware of FoBZU’s work, via an email from a 
trade union colleague, four weeks before leaving for the West 
Bank. I found myself on a steep learning curve amongst a 
remarkable group of dedicated activists who seemed to have 
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history and politics of the 
region back to the times of King David! It was a privilege to 
spend time in such company and all were patient in dealing 
with my many questions. 
 
There is no time here to cover all the visits to the five 
universities, outreach centres, YMCA, YWCA, refugee 
camps, UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 
tours of Jerusalem, Nablus, Ramallah and much more, but 
recurrent themes did emerge. 
 
My understanding of the meaning of “Occupied Territory” has 
been transformed. Reading this phrase in a newspaper does not 
convey the menacing and depressing reality on the ground. 
The ubiquitous influence of the Israeli military and attempts to 
dominate everyday life with controls, checkpoints, passes, 
roadblocks, and sanctions is shockingly Orwellian. This is the 
Palestinian reality: women dying in childbirth at checkpoints, 
students awakened by soldiers breaking down their doors, 
F16’s bombing the neighbourhood, lecturers watching 
relatives being used as human shields, students imprisoned 
without trial and so on. The Israelis hold all the powerful cards 
and as the land-grab in the West Bank continues apace, the 
stark message being sent is, “Resistance is futile”. 
 
The most obvious and striking representation of this attempt at 
domination, seizure and collective punishment is the 
construction of the 420 mile long separation barrier in and 

around the West Bank. The oppressive atmosphere generated 
by this structure defies adequate description; it has to be 
experienced to be grasped. 
 
Although faced with this massive level of domination the 
Palestinians we spoke to had found ways to adapt and resist in 
their own way; they were using the “Power of Culture” to 
resist the “Culture of Power”. 
 
Lacking land, freedom of movement, freedom of expression 
and dealing with many other deprivations, the Palestinians 
have invested in education and this was clearly evident at all 
the institutes visited. 
 
Projects funded by FoBZU were highly praised by partners 
and students alike. Project manager Naimeh Baidoun, at the 
Centre for Continuing Education in Ramallah, outlined the 
work of the counsellor supervision programme, a unique 
programme in the Middle East. The project does valuable 
work in schools and the community, promoting best practice 
along with field evaluations of its effectiveness. The need for 
this kind of work can not be understated; the Palestinians, 
under occupation, face daily pressures which erode mental 
health. 
 
Three young women undergraduates at Birzeit University: 
Amani, Mariam and Iman, receiving scholarships from 
FoBZU, were clearly enjoying their studies and reflected the 
emergent theme of transcending occupation through education 
and culture. This process is succinctly put in the words of 
Abdelfattah Abusrour, Director of the Alrowwad Children’s 
Cultural and Theatre Centre, “We want to show how to resist 
occupation in beautiful, human and non-violent ways.” 
 
In sum, the study tour highlighted the benefits of education, in 
its broadest sense, as a form of development and coping 
strategy under the most difficult of life circumstances. The 
tour was packed with visits, encounters and projects and I feel 
very privileged to have shared the journey with the FoBZU 
group who made me feel welcome from the start. A most 
professional team – I can most highly recommend a study tour 
with FoBZU for anyone who has an interest in this area. You 
will not be disappointed and will not return the same. 

 
 

By MA Qavi 
 
The power point presentation by the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (www.ochaopt.org), 
showing  the network of settlements in the West Bank and 
Jordan Valley, their connecting roads and the route of the wall, 
left us numb. The prospects for creation of a viable Palestinian 
state, in this web of exclusions and reservations, are non 
existent. The facts on the ground are testimony to the foresight 
and single minded determination of the ‘special elite’ that rules 
Israel. The Palestinians have no such ‘elite’ to lead them.  
 
What they do have however, are individuals like Albert 
Aghazarian, a walking encyclopaedia of Jerusalem and the 
teller of multiplicity of its narratives. Jerusalem to him is a 
mother with too many children, some of whom squabble 
among themselves. 

Peter Mulligan photographs the Israeli wall in the West Bank near 
Al Quds University (Dan Richards, FoBZU) 



3 

FoBZU Newsletter - Winter 2007 

By Brian Sykes 
 
This was my third visit to Palestine over 30 years and my 
rapid impression was how much the physical situation of the 
Palestinians has deteriorated since I last visited in the late 
1980s. The main manifestation and symbol of how bad things 
have become is the wall, which is rapidly shrinking the West 
Bank and dividing community from community, family 
member from family member, people from their work, and 
students from their places of study. Difficulty of travel also 
makes it well nigh impossible for students to expand their 
educational horizons - a predicament that would simply not 
be tolerated in most other parts of the world. Apart from 
spending time at Birzeit, we visited all of the universities in 
the major towns, schools and development projects, and 
everywhere this story was varied only in the detail. 
 
But there was another compelling story that we heard and 
saw. Our guide through the Old City of Jerusalem made the 
telling distinction between ‘the culture of power’ and the 
‘power of culture’ and every hour we witnessed an abundance 
of the latter - culture to be understood in its widest sense: 
 
¨ The strong belief in the power of education and the 

determination of the students to make the best of it. 
¨ The total commitment and enthusiasm of staff and 

management in supporting their students, including during 
the times when they could not be paid their salaries. 

¨ The student who said ‘We don’t hate Israel, we hate the 
occupation’. 

¨ The laconic observation from Birzeit’s Institute of Public 
and Community Health that a normal birth is ‘not just that 
it is non-Caesarean but that it does not occur at a military 
checkpoint’ (where an alarming number of births take 
place). 

¨ The warmth of the welcome and hospitality wherever we 
went. 

¨ The Israeli organisations such as B’Tselem (The Israeli 
Information Centre for Human Rights in the Occupied 
Territories) and other individuals who have the integrity 
and courage to oppose the policies of their country. 

¨ The achievements of staff and students everywhere and 
their pride in showing these. 

 
 

By Carmen Perea 
 

I had been to Palestine in 2004 and 2005 and felt it was time 
to pay another visit. It was a well thought out and very 
rewarding tour. Going to Palestine is never an easy event, 
even as it shows how difficult everyday life is for those under 
occupation. My feeling when going through a turnstile at a 
check point as would cattle, is humiliating, as well as being 
stopped frequently to show your identity by an armed 
teenager. However, I never felt in danger. 
 
The purpose of the tour was educational, and it was surprising 
to see how the Palestinians managed to cope despite the 
impediments the Israelis put on them. During the trip we had 
the opportunity to visit various universities, a technical school 
in Jericho and two secondary schools. It is impressive and 
exemplary to see how well organised they are, how well they 
are doing despite Israeli efforts to make life intolerable. 
Everywhere we went we were very well treated and 
generously received by members of the staff and cheerful 
students. We were provided with useful information and, I 

must add, with welcoming bottles of  water, coffee, mint tea 
and biscuits! 
 
The situation is going from bad to worse as Israel keeps 
demolishing houses in order to grab more and more 
Palestinian land and, as the wall is being completed, it gives 
you the feeling of strangulation in slow motion. Palestinian 
communities are being cut into pieces like another Solomon's 
child. But, there they are, the Palestinians resisting with their 
positive attitude, always capable of smiling. 
 
We ended everyday with a friendly dinner of Palestinian 
‘cuisine’ and Taybeh Beer, giving us enough energy to set off 
the following morning for another exciting day.  

 
 

By Leila Ingrams 
 
My sincere thanks to the staff and students of the 
establishments we visited for a memorable visit to Palestine. 
The impression left on me of their achievements, dignity, 
friendliness and positiveness is ineffaceable. 
 
How do they work under occupation, the wall, Israeli 
settlements, checkpoints et al? Harrowing accounts emerged: 
arrests; daily harassment, humiliation from Israeli soldiers: 
pointing guns; adding some mysterious power by cocooning 
themselves in their hideous tanks; for what must seem an 
eternity, Palestinians wait - hanging onto the whim of a 
soldier to let them ‘through’ the wall or not. Imagine being 
unable to visit outside your hometown because of a 9-metre 
high wall surrounding and dividing it.  
 
Naturally this affects them. In one class, a teacher gave 
remedial help: joining hands, the pupils moved in a circle to 
music, paused to raise their arms above their heads and 
stretched their young bodies as if to expel the ugliness around 
them. Vignettes illustrated troubles within the family and the 
continual battering of occupation. The Edward Said National 
Conservatory of Music, teaching Arabic and western music, 
must surely be a haven. 
 
Student exchanges are encouraged - in some cases it is 
doubtful if Palestinians will return to a life of Israeli 
occupation, or indeed, be permitted to return by the Israeli 
authorities. As we left a university, a student pressed into my 
hand a piece of paper. I opened it—we smiled at each other. 
In Arabic and English she had written:  
 

“I vow to remain in Palestine, my country” 

Students at Birzeit University (Peter Mulligan) 
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“A counsellor is a friend in a crisis.” 

 
“I deliberately seek out the school counsellor when I have 

problems. A friend may give the wrong advice. A counsellor 
doesn’t.” 

 
“The school counsellor gives all of us the opportunity to 

express ourselves, whether disabled or not.” 
 
 
These are some of the comments of children who attended 
Children’s Workshops in Ramallah and Hebron held as part of 
a new Friends of Birzeit University project with the Centre for 
Continuing Education (CCE) at Birzeit University. This 
project, funded by a Big Lottery Fund grant for three years 
(2006-9), focuses on providing year-long Diploma 
programmes for schools counsellors and their supervisors 
working in Ministry of Education and UNRWA schools in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. An important part of this project is 
hearing from children what they would like from the Schools 
Counselling service and how in their opinion it can be 
improved. Children’s views inform the development of the 
curriculum provided by the CCE. The project’s intended 
outcome is that children, including those experiencing conflict 
and abuse, will benefit from appropriate, timely and relevant 
assistance and support provided by trained schools 
counsellors. 
 
Schools counselling in Palestine 
 
Since 1996, the Palestinian Ministry of Education and 
UNRWA have appointed counsellors to work in the majority 
of schools in Palestine. Children and young people have been 
particularly affected by the political situation and in need of 
support to overcome their difficulties to achieve their potential.  
 
The schools counsellors, all graduates with a range of 
backgrounds, including social work, psychology, sociology 
and education, were employed with no previous experience or 
training in school counselling. They are often the target for 
initiatives by international NGOs and many counsellors have 
attended short (and often duplicated) training courses on 
particular issues, with no follow up to assess the relevance of 
learning to their work in schools.  
 

Schools counsellors generally work alone in schools and are 
inspected by administrative supervisors. Their work includes 
working with school classes on particular topics, such as 
violence, drug abuse, exam preparation, careers, friendship and 
healthy living. They work with small groups of children, 
referred by teachers, on issues such as bullying. They also 
work with individual children who may have problems such as 
regular absenteeism, low achievement levels or family 
problems. 
 
The CCE, working in close liaison with the Ministry of 
Education, identified that there is much variation in how 
schools counsellors carried out their work as each counsellor 
had been left to develop their own approach within broad 
frameworks provided by the Ministry. Often counsellors felt 
stressed and unsupported. They talked about hearing 
everyone’s problems and not having any one to talk with about 
the personal impact of the work. It was agreed that there was a 
real need to provide a professional in-service Diploma 
programme for counsellors to equip them to undertake this 
work. Furthermore, there was a need to develop professional 
supervision for counsellors to assure the quality of their work 
and provide them with support.  
 
FoBZU support 
 
FoBZU has been supporting the Psycho-social Unit at CCE to 
provide counselling training programmes and develop mental 
health services in Palestine since 1997. In 2006, FoBZU 
secured a further Big Lottery Fund grant to provide three 
Diploma in Schools Counselling programmes and three 
Diploma in Counselling Supervision programmes (116 people 
to be trained in the period 2006-9). The CCE is working 
closely with the Ministry of Education to develop the schools 
counselling service in order to promote sustainability of this 
initiative. A rigorous evaluation plan includes promoting the 
full participation of school children in the process, including 
eliciting their views on how the schools counselling service 
should be developed and ascertaining from children the types 
of problems they experience and how they would like to 
receive help and support 

Developing the Schools Counselling Service in Palestine 
 

By Jane Lindsay 

A CCE-trained school counsellor leads a class at Jaba’a Girls 
School near Ramallah, during a FoBZU visit to the Palestinian 

Ministry of Education-run school (Peter Mulligan) 
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Achievements after one year (2006-7) 
 
The first year of the project has now been completed 
successfully with 42 counsellors and supervisors graduating in 
September 2007. Much has been achieved, despite a 
remarkably difficult year in the West Bank, during which the 
schools were on strike for a considerable part of the year due 
to the Ministry of Education not being in a position to pay 
staff salaries.  

Twenty-one schools counsellors, drawn from throughout the 
West Bank, undertook the Diploma in Schools Counselling 
programme (sixteen passed). Those interviewed for evaluation 
purposes were very positive about the programme.  “I did not 
know anything about counselling until I joined the course. 
Now I know what skills I was missing. I thought this would be 
a very ordinary training programme and I was surprised by 
the high standard of the training provided in skills, meanings 
and values”, commented one man who has been working as a 
schools counsellor for three years in Nablus.  
 
On the programme each trainee was offered field supervision, 
including direct observation of their practice. They were 
initially nervous about this, but reported that it had really 
helped them identify the areas they needed to develop. 
 
Each school counsellor undertook a graduation project 
undertaken over several weeks with groups of children in 
school and attempted to evaluate the success of these 
initiatives. Topics included career counselling, personal 
hygiene, awareness and prevention of drug abuse, decision 
making skills, stopping violence in school, and sex education. 
Some of these were very successful and will be used as models 
for future work in schools. 
 
Twenty-six experienced counsellors undertook the Diploma in 
Counselling Supervision. Each of these counsellors was given 
permission by their employers to supervise eight counsellors 
for their practicum, which included group supervision, one-to-
one supervision and observation and assessment of live 
practice with children. (This practicum meant that a further 
208 counsellors benefitted from the programme). In evaluation 
interviews, the supervisor trainees spoke with enthusiasm 
about the programme, which they felt was important for 
Palestine and said they were pleased to have been part of such 
an initiative. They talked of their personal growth and 

development, of the challenges they had experienced in 
supervising others and commended the inspirational training 
and support provided by the CCE. Feedback provided by those 
they supervised was positive, with many hoping that 
supervision would continue to be provided. 
 
For the schools counselling system to be really effective, such 
professional supervision is needed. During the past year, the 
CCE worked with the Ministry of Education to develop 
strategic plans for the educational counselling department 
including the provision of a post of schools counselling 
supervisor. These plans have been accepted by the Counselling 
Department, included in the five-year National Plan and are 
awaiting Ministerial approval. 
 
Challenges ahead 
 
For those working with children in Palestine, the current major 
national task is the implementation of an integrated child 
safeguarding and protection system. The CCE is directly 
involved in facilitating national committees and working 
groups on systems development. The role of the schools 
counselling service in protecting children from abuse and 
harm will be vital to this system. As part of the Big Lottery 
project, the CCE undertook a survey in 2007 of 547 school 
children (aged 8-18) about their needs. The findings indicate 
that 35% of these school children had experienced direct 
physical violence, with higher levels of physical abuse 
reported by children and young people living in refugee 
camps. 69% of all children surveyed reported witnessing one 
form of violence (physical or psychological abuse). In the 
project’s Children’s Workshops children called for counsellors 
to intervene to reduce violence and abusive practices by school 
staff against children. The next task for the CCE will be to 
develop the curriculum to help both schools counsellors and 
their supervisors learn how to intervene positively to promote 
child safety. Two Diplomas in Schools Counselling and a 
Diploma in Schools Counselling Supervision have begun in 
the new academic year. 
 
Jane Lindsay has been FoBZU’s Independent Monitoring 
Consultant on counselling programmes at CCE since 1997. 
She is MA Programme Director at the School of Social Work, 
Faculty of Health and Social Care Sciences, Kingston 
University and St George’s Hospital Medical School. 
 

UNRWA Psycho-social Project Manager Ms Amal Hadweh 
awards Mr Jalal Odeh his Diploma in Counselling Supervision, 

with CCE’s Asaad Abdel-Aziz and Naimeh Baidoun. (CCE) 

A class led by the CCE-trained school counsellor at Jaba’a Girls 
School near Ramallah, during a FoBZU visit to the Palestinian 

Ministry of Education-run school (Peter Mulligan) 
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Friends of Birzeit University brought 
the ‘Students Under Occupation Take 
a Stand’ photo exhibition to the UK in 
2007. Launched at Foyles’ landmark 
Charing Cross bookshop, the 
exhibition has been shown at venues 
around the country, including LSE, 
SOAS, Edinburgh, Manchester and 
Bristol universities, Haringay public 
library, churches and mosques in 
Leeds, York and Birmingham, 
Greenbelt Arts Festival, and a PSC 
rally in Sheffield. 
 
The exhibition is the result of a group 
of student photographers from Birzeit 
and Al-Najah universities in the West 
Bank coming together to document 
student life and the obstruction of 
education under military occupation, 
through the artistic expression of their 
own ideas and experiences. 
 
The exhibition promotes and elevates 
Palestinian student voices and expression in the UK and 
documents the issues facing Palestinian students and education 
under occupation in a striking and challenging form. 
 
The standard visual portrayal of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
in international news coverage not only obscures the daily 

reality as it is lived, it can also inhibit 
any other kind of expression of that 
reality. The challenge for the group was 
to discard the clichés and document the 
familiar. 
 
The resonance of many of these 
photographs comes from the fact that as 
students under occupation, the 
photographers have put themselves in 
the frame. The people and scenes 
depicted in each photograph are not 
distant ‘subjects’ but intimately 
connected to the person behind the 
camera. 
 
Within the group itself, the act of 
travelling together to different parts of 
the West Bank to take photographs also 
involved confronting the barriers 

imposed by the occupation. These barriers include the ongoing 
construction of the wall, over 500 military checkpoints and an 
expanding system that requires people to apply for a permit to 
move from one place to another. It was, however, impossible 
for the group to reach Gaza - just two hours away - where 
access to the West Bank and the rest of the outside world is 
closed for most of the time. 
 
As well as capturing direct obstacles to the right to education 
such as routine harassment of students and the daily struggle 
to reach school or university under a regime of military 
checkpoints, the photographers also reflected on the less visual 
aspects of student life under occupation. The photographs in 
this exhibition touch on themes as diverse as isolation, 
poverty, resistance, absent classmates, student prisoners and 
determination. 
 
The exhibition and accompanying book was produced by 
Birzeit University's Right to Education Campaign (http://
right2edu.birzeit.edu) in cooperation with the Birzeit 
University Photography Unit and supported by FoBZU and the 
Heinrich Boell Foundationb. Please contact FoBZU to hire the 
exhibition or buy the accompanying book. 

‘Students Under Occupation Take a Stand’ Photo Exhibition 

N
ablus, July 2005 (M

irna B
am

ieh) 

A girl receives full marks in her English test, 
Askar refugee camp, Nablus, May 2005 

(Muthanna Al-Qadi) 

A school in Silwad village, Ramallah 
September 2005 (Fadwa Basha) 

Waiting at Azun Atmeh checkpoint on the first day of school, 
Qalqilya, September 2005 (Muthanna Al-Qadi) 
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The Photographers 
 
Muthanna Al-Qadi  
Journalism student, Al-Najah University 
“Our present is the history of the future. I take pictures to 
capture our story so it will never be forgotten.” 
  
Mirna Bamieh  
Psychology and Sociology student, Birzeit University 
“How many students in the world got used to guns pointed at 
them on their way to college? How many students in the world 
protested against a foreign occupation by taking lectures on 
checkpoints under the burning summer sun as a way to say 
‘you can capture our bodies but not our minds and souls’?” 
 
Fadwa Basha  
Journalism and Politics student, Birzeit University 
“For me, this was an experience of living our reality and 
taking photographs of that reality. When the camera becomes 
your eyes and your beating heart, the photo that you take will 
not be a single moment in your memories, but will be the 
complete reality and the complete story.” 
 
Essam Al-Rimawi  
Engineering student, Birzeit University 
“When I started working with photography I found that a 
photograph can represent what is inside the photographer. It 
can also tell the story of what we face as students in Palestine. 
Through the photographs we take, we hold up a picture to the 
world that shows the challenges that students make against the 
occupation in order to continue their education.” 

 
 
Nida Abu Hamdieh  
Journalism and Politics student, Birzeit University 
“I’m from Hebron so it was important for me to go back there 
to photograph the experiences of children going to school. The 
situation they face is much worse now than it was for me a 
few years ago. Israeli army checkpoints in the middle of the 
city stop and search the children going to school everyday.” 
 
Tareq Qasem  
Journalism student, Birzeit University 
“I always feel concerned about the affect that the occupation is 
having on children's psyches, so the main focus of my 
photographs is what children can tell us about themselves.” 
 
Muna Hatab  
Journalism student, Al-Najah University 
“‘As people with special needs, our weapons will be our 
determination and our hope’. That’s what Halima, a young girl 
from Nablus, told me. At that moment I decided to focus on 
the issues that disabled students face in fighting for their right 
to education. The obstacles not only come from the occupation 
but also from discrimination within the society itself.” 
  
Hisham Erout  
Journalism student, Al-Najah University 
“I am a son of Nablus, I know it well; but the camera has 
made me see my city in a different way.” 

The exhibition at Foyles Gallery, London (Crina Boros)  

The Wall from a classroom at Al Quds University, Abu Dis, 
Jerusalem, July 2005 (Hisham Erout) 

Qalandia checkpoint, Ramallah-Jerusalem, July 2005  
(Essam Al-Rimawi) 

Askar refugee camp, Nablus, October 2005 (Muthanna Al-Qadi) 
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FoBZU News in Brief 

   Project Development 
FoBZU has secured over £1.5million for Birzeit’s 
community development programmes in the past ten years.  
 
Counselling diplomas—improving children’s mental health 
The Big Lottery Fund-supported project is improving the 
mental health of children and families in Palestine through 
the training of schools counsellors and their supervisors. 
Now in its second year, sixty counsellors in the West Bank 
and Gaza are currently undertaking one-year diplomas. Forty 
counsellors employed by the Ministry of Education and 
UNRWA graduated in the first year. By the time the project 
in completed in 2009, 56000 children will have benefited 
from the training their counsellors receive. See page 4. 
 
Future projects—helping childbirth services for Palestinians 
FoBZU is seeking funding to improve childbirth services in 
West Bank public hospitals, to extend the successful family 
life development programme to target women in six 
marginalized areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and to 
enable Palestinian women’s organisations to influence the 
policy of international donors. Additional proposals with 
Birzeit centres and institutes are in the formative stages. 
 

Fundraising 
FoBZU efforts concentrate on 
providing much needed financial 
assistance to Birzeit students, 
currently including full academic 
scholarships for ten students. We 
are grateful for the generous 
support of trusts, organisations, 
and individual members and 
supporters. 
 
Hardship Fund  
The Fund provides students who 
would not otherwise be able to 
complete their studies with small 
grants towards their tuition or 
housing. In 2007, FoBZU 
me mbers  and  suppor te r s 
contributed over £5500 to Birzeit 
students, including £2000 from 
UCU. 
 
Endowed Scholarship Funds 
The Adela Every, Doreen Ingrams 
and Peter Holliday Scholarship 
F u n d s  p r o v i d e  o n g o i n g 
scholarships to six female students facing financial hardship. 
The endowed scholarship funds were established in the past 
ten years through legacies or in memory of loved-ones. Five 
recipients successfully completed their studies and graduated 
in 2007. 
 
Annual Scholarships 
Four annual scholarships were established in 2007 following 
the study tour, thanks to generous donations from MA Qavi, 
Brian Sykes, Sunderland College, and two FoBZU members. 
Recipients include men and women studying English, 
Mathematics and Economics. 

Campaigning 
Right to Education campaign 
FoBZU continues to promote and support Palestinian 
students rights through the Birzeit-led campaign. The number 
of student unions affiliated to the campaign, FoBZU and/or 
Birzeit University continues to grow. 
 
Parliamentary delegations 
FoBZU took Parliamentary delegations from the 
Conservative Middle East Council and the Britain-Palestine 
All-Party Parliamentary Group to Birzeit, arranging for them 
to meet with students and academics, and hear their stories. 
Lobby your MP to sign EDM 2099 in support of students 
stuck in Gaza—see www.letkhaledstudy.co.uk 
 
Work camp and PAS programme  
FoBZU recruited and provided orientation to participants on 
the Birzeit summer volunteer camp and Palestine and Arabic 
Studies (PAS) semester programmes. Contact FoBZU for 
further information or to join the 2008 work camp. 
 
Enough! 
FoBZU joined a coalition of charities, trade unions, faith and 

campaign groups to campaign for 
an end to Israel’s 40-year military 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, which restricts 
Birzeit’s ability to operate and 
deliver education. The Enough! 
Coalition organised a national 
demons t ra t i on,  lobby  o f 
Parliament and local events. 
 
Appeals and updates 
FoBZU answers enquiries on its 
activities, Birzeit and Palestinian 
education from the media, 
individuals and other groups, and 
provides speakers for various 
universities, conferences and 
meetings. 
 
Updates from Birzeit on its 
activities and appeals against the 
effects of the occupation on 
students and staff are sent to 
members and supporters by email. 
To join this list send an email to 
fobzu@fobzu.org 
 

Support Palestinian education 
You can now help Palestinians students and staff at Birzeit 
by donating to FoBZU online at www.fobzu.org 
 
Donations towards any aspect of FoBZU’s work can also be 
sent to FoBZU, 1 Gough Square, London EC4A 3DE with 
cheques made payable to Friends of Birzeit University. 
Membership and standing order forms are available online or 
from the FoBZU office.  

Items for sale 
 
‘Students Under Occupation Take a Stand’ 
Coffee table book featuring photos by Palestinian 
students from the exhibition. Proceeds support the 
Right to Education Campaign. 
 
‘The Magic of Heritage’ set of 10 postcards 
Featuring Birzeit’s Palestinian Ethnographic 
Collection. 
 
Edward Said National Conservatory of Music 
CDs 
¨ Until When - Songs from Palestine by Rima Nasir 

Tarazi with Tania Tamari Nasir 
¨ Sada - solo oud by Ahmad Al-Khatib 
¨ Emm El-Khilkhal by Oriental Music Ensemble 
¨ Karloma 
¨ Palestinian Sounds collection 
Proceeds benefit the Conservatory scholarship fund 
 
All items £12 (including post and packing).  
Send your order, plus a cheque to FoBZU, 1 Gough 
Square, London EC4A 3DE 

Donate online: www.fobzu.org 


